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ECKINGTON CIVIC ASSOCIATION  

MONTHLY MEETING  
OCTOBER 5, 2009  

HARRY THOMAS RECREATION CENTER  
 

 

Jackie Stanley from Parks and Recreation  
ï Capitol Project Coordinator ; Harry Tho-

mas Rec center is one of her projects ; her of-
fice is in charge of all new construction; not 

doing any major construction (renovation pro-
jects but not additions) ; will paint, replace 

tiles, pool will be renovated and the boxing 
area as well; kitchen will get new floors, com-

puter lab will be redone; new lockers, paint 
floors, restrooms will be renovated; will have 

at least one ADA compliant; will start October 19 th  and plan to finish De-
cember 31 st ; during the renovations building will be closed so can finish 

faster; locker rooms, restroom, kitchen, computer rooms, ceiling tiles, new 
furniture, new chairs; will try to include new pads for the cheerleaders; 

basement is being used as a boxing ring and they will get new equipment; 

will try to ventilate computer room as well; will install a horse shoe pit; 
landscaping in front of the building; goal is to do things that will last a lot 

more than 6 months; resident asked about playground equipment; Ted said 
there is a slide missing ï it is a stairway to nowhere; resident said there is 

a space that looks unused; Ms. Stanley said that may be where the horse 
shoe pit is going; there is a budget to begin a planning process but she is 

not sure when the funding starts; she will have her landscape architect look 
at it for possible playground space; Ted said the playground gets used a 

lot; will be easier to repair than remove the playground; Ted asked about 
upgrading the computers; she said  capitol funding cannot purchase com-

puters, only furniture; Ted said perhaps they can locate sources of dona-
tions for computers; Ted recapped for the folks that came in late; they will 

also address the erosion process; Charlene McCullers asked about the en-
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trance (will it be more user - friendly and welcoming); she said yes, there 

will be signage, etc; Ted asked about saving the mural; she said if that is 
the goal then they will; mural was done by Young Heroes; Ted said it was 

not commissioned it was community service project by young people; resi-
dent asked if there is a drawing of what the landscaping will look like; she 

said there is no real structure being built so there is no drawing but she can 
send what she has; there will be wrought iron fencing; it will have curb ap-

peal; I asked about who are the Friends of Harry Thomas Recreation Cen-
ter; Ted said it was Cleopatra Jones who set up the meeting, they have 

supported the Rec Center in the past; Ms. Stanley said she will set up a 
DPR meeting so she does not have to go to so many meetings, ñall the par-

ties can comeò; Ted said he will be sure to get the word out; Kathy asked 
how much money, the presenter said 400 thousand from the 2009 budget; 

she said they are doing the Edgewood Rec center at the same time ; she 
said there is planning money for the gymnasium then you do the construc-

tion piece, but right now there is not funding for the construction piece; 

right now she can only work with the funding she has; Harry Thomas is only 
about 10 years old; at most 10 -15 ; when itôs time to do a replacement it is 

the field houses they will look at first ; Emery was a swimming pool and a 
bath house prior to the 60ôs; she said if you have any problems with the 

contractors please contact her; her email is Jackie.stanley@dc.gov; 202 -
671 -0421  

Applause  
 

 
 

 
Charlene McCullers  said October 10 is neighborhood 

cleanup  9-12 at corner of 1 st  and R NE; there will be cof-
fee and donuts; start at 10; Ted said it is a great tradi-

tion; they have done well; also on the 10 th  Emery Tech 

has been selected to be part of the 6 th  annual school yard 
tour sponsored by lots of DC offices and groups ; bus 

tour, box lunches, and Emery is the lunch site; six 
schools on the tour; find out how we are using gardens 

as educational tools; or stop by after the cleanup; Emery 
is PK-8 th  grade; they beat Noyes 42 -0; will have a track 

team this year; Stem program partners with McKinley 
Tech and UDC to create environmental science curriculum, like putting 

green roofs, photo electric power, etc; this is the first retro fitting on an 
older building; kids will be interviewed , 3.0 average, etc to get into 

McKinley; Charlene asked for help passing out flyers; I said we had 20 kids 
helping clean last week so put me down for flyers  

 



Ted spoke about Historic 

Preservation; Charlene said 
the Eckington website is 

up and running ; 
www.eckingtondc.org  

Ted said they are compiling a 
history of Eckington ; part of 

this came out of the walking 
tours; Ted said when kids 

find out about their 
neighborhood they take 

pride; Kathy Henderson said 
she is pleased folks are really 

starting to assess their history; she hopes this discussion expands; she 
would like this to become an historic district ; Kathy H  said there is a lot 

you can continue to do with your home when it becomes historic district ; 

Ted said Steve and Charlene are working with others to put out brochure, 
flyer, etc; Ted said this will give us a little 

pride in where we live; new people move here 
and have no idea about the history of the 

area; Wringling Brothers used to set up where 
the FedEx is; DC Recorder of Deeds Database 

is a good source; Ted said every month we 
will set a little time aside to talk about our 

history; Steve Maloney, State Department of 
preservation; there was discussion about 

where to have next meetings (because HT Rec 
will be closed); Katrina is the web developer for Eckington  

 
Ted said he will re - invite Richard Norwood for the next meeting  

 

Ted said there is a new crop of furniture 
appearing at various locations (dumping); 

they will ask sanitation to have back 
property closed off; also some new graf-

fiti; resident mentioned another spot that 
is prime mural spot; so the next round 

could be maybe like the Edgewood mural  
 

 
Hanging baskets  died; it was a one year 

project, no other funding; they looked 
nice for quite a while; DDOT told Ted that 

it was for two years and to receive more 

Eckington website home page 

Commissioner Pinkney at Eckington 
Fall Cleanup 


