From the desk of Michael J. Henderson
For information purposes only

Eckington Civic Association
Monthly Meeting

Monday, May 4™, 2009

Harry Thomas Recreation Center
7:00 pm

Ted McGinn opened meeting at 7:05 pm

Roving Leaders — They work directly with families, schools,
and recreation centers to get kids off the streets and back into
school; sometimes they intervene directly with the families to
see what that individual family may need; they also have
summer camps that helps kids diffuse confrontational situa-
tions (gangs for example); DOES pays for kids to attend sum-
mer camps; they also refer families for Medicaid and/or food
stamps by taking them directly to the office they need; Ted
McGinn said this is a very positive program that builds team
work and trust; we must email the mayor and our council-
member to make sure this program keeps getting funded; they handed out information and fli-
ers; they also work with collaboratives (North Capitol for example); | asked what happens when
a family is not exactly welcoming their help/intervention; the presenter said they work to build a
rapport with each family; no two families are exactly alike; they also continue to follow kids
through high school, college and beyond;

Contact information:

202-698-2250

Hiawatha.berry@dc.gov

Ted McGinn reminded us that we must let our elected officials know that we want more roving
leaders and we want them fully funded.

ULTIMATE |

Ted McGinn spoke about the recent efforts put forth by Commissioner D. Wright in conjunc-

tion with Alice Thompson and MPD in her SMD; Ted and Robert spoke about how good it was

that the Mayor and Councilmember came out to Eckington to see how beautiful it is and its rich

history; Ted said next month Casey Trees and the Urban Forestry Department will come to the

Eckington Civic Association meeting; Commissioners Wright and Pinkney have done surveys of

tree boxes in their SMD'"s; Ted spoke about doing
trees; June 15" is the deadline for requesting planting trees; he also spoke about other grants

and programs available for Ward 5;

Tim Thomas who is both Chair of the Ward 5 Democrats and ANC Commissioner for 5A
spoke about the upcoming meeting on May 18" at Michigan Park Christian Church 1600 Taylor
Street NE; Ted spoke about how Commissioner Wright reached out to CSOSA and RAP to
come out and join the walk through in Eckington

Donetta Clark said rally this Wednesday 7 pm to be held for the firing of Lionel Taylor; the
“theme” is “the future state of the Harry Thomas




of Mr. Taylor; Ted also spoke highly of Lionel Taylor, and how Mr. Taylor was able to turn things
around; Donetta Clark spoke about Mr. Tayl or
Center, and how he was there at its inception; Ted encourages everyone to email the mayor,
council members, Vincent gray, at-large council members, just get the word out; McKinley Tech

is having an event to support the class of 2010 (car washes, bazaars, etc; ) you can buy a table
as well; Tim Clark said he would forward information to Ted McGinn; Michael Henderson asked
what the outcome of the rally would be; Donetta Clark said the rally is a planning meeting
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Robert Boyer reminded folks about planning committee for the North Capitol Main Street Pro-
ject

Charlene McCullers asked about the hanging baskets and banners; Ted said they will be petu-
nias; contract says 3 planting seasons but so far has been disaster because things kept dying
and some were too tall and blew out of the planters; we still have a year left with this contract;
we will get into this at a future meeting

Ted introduced Commissioner D. Wright (ANC5C05), who gave

' a presentation on events, developments, etc in her SMD; She

. thanked everyone; said there were about 45 people at the walk
i through; it was a real success; she also asked why we were meet-
ing about Mr. Taylor at the rec center instead of at the council-
Ime mber ' s office; Ted said this is mo
said she will bring this up at the committee of the whole meeting
and will put things on the list serve that will go out to all the com-
missioners in the city; always be visible to council; clean up will
hopefully happen every other month; also a community shredding will be planned; starting a
running club around the beginning of June to encourage youth to run and to be more concerned
about their health; Casey Trees — thanks to him for riding around with her to plan where to plant
trees; Commissioner Wright is working in the coun
13™ (also invited the Edgewood civic association) to discuss their future plans; it is not clear to
her what types of programs and activities they will have; she cannot support the DASH project
at this point; Trammel Crow is also still working on their PUD; supposed to be a large scale resi-
dential development project 600-700 housing units; several development projects in the wings
for Eckington; also 1811 3™ street house owner may not have had enough capital to complete
the project but the city is planning on razing the building; there were some environmental con-
cerns there as wel/|l ; built in the 1890's so it i s
preserved; others want it razed; Commissioner Wright said if we could at least get the place
secure that would be good (there are squatters, etc)

Bloomingdale Farmer’s Market R and 1** St NW starts this month; giving away seeds; hope-
fully will have compost and lots of information on how to start a garden

LaWandaSouders ai d it’'s great to get to know your neigh
wants drivers to slow down; don’t have enough <cro
ters because of the drug dealers, other youth who intimidate them etc; also there are trees that

block sidewalks



Alice Thompson ( f r om t he mayantrac-s [ B R s ey
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tors are waiting for Pepco to raze 1811 3" street 93}»\‘;.

house; same thing for the garage; 2122 roof is low,

loaded with trash, etc; 2116 - Alice will get back to

DCRA about that one; she handed out pictures from

the walk through; had hoped to get speed humps on R

street but it is a federal street so she has to go to

DDOT; could just ask them to maintain 25 mph; rumble

strips are noisy so not so good; resident said folks are

blowing through the stop sign by his house; another

resident said there were at least 60 trucks going down

R street in one day; kids are crossing going to Emory

all the time

Alice will talk to the Commander (MPD) about putting an officer there to give out tickets or a

sign; handing out 100 dollar tickets is best way to get them stopped; Ted said also low level

humps are good; Alice said we need to get a petition that everyone signs (for humps); there was

a lively discussion about ways to get these trucks to slow down; another resident said speed

humps are nota longterm solution—-need t o ban trucks; Alice said yo

cause it's a conductor/ feeder street; Ted said we

major players (DDOT etc); Donetta said we should bring Anita Bonds in the discussion as well;

Alice reminded folks that everyone on R street needs to sign the petition; also need MPD at

these intersections to detect speeders; Alice said meet with DDOT on Wednesday at 8 am at

the intersection on R Florida and Eckington; Ted will put the information on the listserv; there

was applause for Alice Thompson

Then they returned to LaWanda S. presenting her issues; take care of trash please especially
large items; people are over filling dumpsters and then it sits out in the alley; also parking—c a n’ t
find a space; people have Maryland tags but park illegally

Meeting ended at 8:50 pm
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