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Eckington Civic Association Meeting  

February 1 st, 2010 

North Capitol Main Street Office  

7 pm  

 

Ted McGinn began meeting at 7:18 pm.  

Gary Clark is promoting NCMS silent auction and GALA  event at Bates Area Civic Associa-

tion; HT Rec Center is still being rehabilitated, but not rebuilt like we would like to see it; will be 

rest of the month before work is done 

Jeff Hatcher; lives in Trinidad; co -lead forester;  NoMA 

is running the tree planting ; a lot will be planted along 

Florida; also 1st St NE; they want to have a residential side 

and plant in Eckington as well especially along Quincy, Q, 

R, and Randolph; they want to get tree cover to  40% in 

the next ten years; 216 thousand trees must be planted; 

will also help with water runoff; if you plant a tree in your 

yard you get 50 dollar rebate from Casey Trees; you can 

also do rain barrels on your down spouts on your house; 

resident asked how long it takes and Ted said they are 

significantly backed up on the rain barrels; presenter said he is on list and will take 2 months; 

anyway they are looking to measure interest in getting trees in yards; more small decorative 

stuff; he handed out a signup sheet; NoMa will contact you; planting is on April 1st (Thursday); 

he had lots of cool handouts too; Ted said Tim Clark offered to do a survey but they would have 

to do separate surveys because Edgewood is such a large area; Ted said several trees are 

dead in tree boxes, some look suspect, some are sprayed orange, etc; Tim said Casey has a 

website that has tools you can use online; they have been removing trees in the area lately; Ted 



said Bloomingdale has gotten attention because they got organized and then went to urban for-

estry and had something to talk about; they also spoke about trees that had been planted but 

did not do well; Eckington Green Dream is a way for us all to do something together, create one 

project a month on a Saturday morning and do something in the neighborhood to improve it; 

Emory is fully stocked with gardening tools and stuff 

We are in the running to have three cherry blossoms being planted  on the border line be-

tween Emory and McKinley; they would look gorgeous; Tim Clark said we should check in with 

Casey Trees they might be of help; Ted spoke about kids at Emory learning Japanese culture, 

cherry trees, etc; Ted just got permission to create a community garden at Emory; would be 

along the length of the retaining wall; opening it up to a community garden, neighborhood par-

ent/student (family) could come out and have a garden plot; Gospel Ministries rehabilitated a lot 

and now it is nice; STEM (Science, Tech, Environmental and Math) ï Emory is a Stem school; 

they are looking at putting in a green roof and things as hands on science learning for the kids; 

meeting next Friday; Emory is also part of River Smart Schools and the teachers are going for 

training for that; they will work with kids going 25 at  time on a pontoon boat, studying the Ana-

costia watershed, etc 

Hyde is relocating to the Taft School Building 1800 Perry Street NE ; part of reason is so 

they canhave their own sports field, etc; they are PK-12 grades; a lot of our kids that went to 

Emory are going to Hyde; McKinley is in our neighborhood but it is a magnet school, you donôt 

just get to go there because you live in the area; Hyde takes anyone; Hyde building becomes 

òup for grabsò (we donôt know what ñpoolò or category it will end up in): we should get involved 

very early on, ask to be partners in the decision making; we need to start thinking about what 

we would like to see in that building; new listserv is ñBloomingdalekidsò; we will try to host a 

meeting at Emory in a couple weeks to talk about what might go there; resident spoke about 

DPR play program ï Monday ïFriday kids ages 2 ½ to school age program, has a classroom in 

a rec center staffed by one qualified teacher and 10-15 kids; as a member of the coop you as a 

parent would work one day a week; a good resource would be the folks we know who may be 

having a baby and they want to make things better; she also said she would like to see the 

Hyde building remain a school building; and she said Charter schools on paper get first dibs but 

in reality they do not; charter schools create competition; Tim said it probably wonôt stay empty 

long; Ted said some folks are still hot about how things went with another building; we want to 

make sure it is as transparent as possible; Tim said the city will probably feel like they need to 

put something there, particularly a school; Ted said we should have an education meeting in the 

future; think about what you really want in your neighborhood so we donôt get caught unpre-

pared; resident asked what is the address for the bloomingdale kids listserv I said it is http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/BloomingdaleKids/ 

Ted said the building holds 800; Tim said there was a vocational school on the top floor years 

ago; resident explained how charters often open with just a few grades and then grow year by 

year 

 



Gary Clark from NCMS  ï he spoke about the contest for 

the local Civic Associations ï sell 30 tickets by certain 

date they will receive a cash prize from NCMS; use this 

as an opportunity to talk to folks about your own associa-

tion; want s to partner with the associations; when you 

purchase a ticket ($25) you can purchase from Ted and 

then he will say Eckington has purchased X amount of 

tickets; two tickets online are $40.00; if you wait to the 

last minute and come to Court Yard Marriott tickets will 

be $30.00 each at the door; will have small door items, 

as well as larger items like cruises, etc; nice food as well; Harry Thomas has offered a round of 

golf with him; Charlene asked about purchasing tickets online; Gary said yes she can attribute it 

online to Eckington; Gary had lots of handouts; you must provide you name, address, ticket 

number, and that is what gets you in the door; deadline for contest purchase is February 25th; 

GALA is February 27th 

Clean Team Sentinels  ï would like to thank all the other groups who helped get the 125 thou-

sand dollar grant; they collected about 1300 bags of trash in one month; Ted said they bag up 

everything and then put it all into a truck that comes (they donôt put it into our city trash cans); 

there was discussion about debris, trash cans, etc; McKinley has an active partnership with  

Helping Hands (community Service) by coming out on Saturdays, etc; clean team does have a 

uniform (red or blue jackets and has logo on the back) 

Finances ï Charlene McCullers  ïTotal as of November 30th ï $714.34. We 

had a board meeting and spent $21.95; dues was collected tonight; Ted said 

if we are the civic association that can get 30 tickets credited towards our 

name before the others and before Feb 25th we get an additional $250.00! 

Doing these once a month events means we need a little money; Dues is 

$9.00 regular and $7.00 seniors; several people paid their annual dues 

 

 

 

Recognition of Commissioner Denise Wright ï (applause); she 

asked if we had any concerns; Charlene asked about a traffic issue; she 

said she will speak to them about some type of amenity since it is a 

large project and we did not get any amenities (Trammel Crow project) 

 



Ted said they are starting a phone tree ; create a once a month event that we can do in the 

community; Commissioner Wright said she would like to see heads of Edgewood and Ecking-

ton get together; Tim Clark agreed; Tim Clark said we share boundaries with Edgewood; and 

pay attention to the greater area; come up with projects; there is a gap now and if we work to 

close it that would be great 

Calling all Artists  ï Eckington wants to create some gateway signs; put posts in the ground; 

they would last forever 

There was more discussion about tree planting in Eckington 

Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm 
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