
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

***--
LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION

July 20, 2009

Albrette "Gigi" Ransom
Commissioner ANC 5C12
219 Webster Street, N.E. #2
Washington, D.C. 20011·4945

Re: Request for Legal Advice Regarding Resolution of
Censure

Dear Commissioner Ransom:

This is in response to your June 2, 2009 letter and subsequent telephone conversations
and e-mails in which you seek the advice of this Office regarding the censure resolution
that was passed by Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC or Commission) 5C
regarding your actions as commissioner. You contend that ANC 5C neither followed
proper procedures in censuring you nor provided you with a sufficient opportunity to
defend. You also state that you have never received an official copy of the censure
resolution that was passed by the Commission, although versions ofthe resolution have
been publicly distributed. As you are aware, I was not able to respond to your letter
sooner because of my difficulty in obtaining an official copy of the resolution. Attached
is an official copy ofthe censure resolution, "Resolution of Censuring and No
Confidence Vote for the Commissioner from 5C12", passed on June 16,2009, which I
recently obtained from the Commission's Recording Secretary,1 While I cannot address
the merits or factual basis for the censure resolution, I conclude that because proper
procedures were not followed in its passage, it is legally improper.

The minutes ofthe May 19,2009 meeting of ANC 5C indicate that a resolution to
censure you was introduced. The minutes state that you were informed you could
provide a response at a publicly organized meeting in your Single.Member District
(SMD), you gave a lengthy response in defense of your integrity at the meeting, and a
heated debate ensued before the meeting was adjourned. The June 6, 2009 Committee of
the Whole (COW) minutes indicate that a call was made for a vote on the resolution, the
resolution was amended, and a motion was passed regarding the amended resolution.

I The resolution was revised after it was introduced.




