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Bloomingdale Civic Association  

Monday October 19 th , 2009  

St. Georgeôs Episcopal Church 

7 pm  

Robert Brannum started the meeting at 7:04 pm. Dianne Barnes was in 

attendance as well.  

The MPD 5D  representative gave a Crime Report for 

PSA 501 . One thing that has come up is the art work 

at 1 st  and W Street; they pulled crime stats around 

there. Crime is actually down for that area 55% com-

pared to this time last year ; (1 st  and W NW); PSA 501 

meets  on 3 rd  Wednesdays of the month at Harry Tho-

mas Recreation Center; a resident asked about  62 

Channing NW; Sergeant said a search warrant was 

executed but he does not know what place we are with respect to the 

courts; problem is there are three families that own the houses and it is hard 

to get them ñoutò; Robert reminded everyone that the 5 th  District CAC is 

having its annual Awards GALA this Thursday , and a number of Officers will 

receive awards; Congresswoman Norton will be there among others to share 

a few words; major sponsors include  Target, BET, CVS, others; tickets are 

40 dollars; make your reservation here so that your name is on the gate list: 

chair@5dcac.org  

This week is Howard University Homecoming  Saturday October 24; park-

ing will be a premium (there is a homecoming game); Bloomingdale Civic 

Association will be in the homecoming parade  

McMillan Development project ; Dianne Barnes spoke about it; Robert 

asked me to speak about the last McMillan community meeting; I looked up 

my notes from my laptop and spoke briefly about the meeting I had at-



tended; Dianne gave out her email address; I spoke 

about the four areas that the MAG presentation focused 

on. Please see the EdgewoodDC website for details 

[ www.edgewooddc.org ] ; a resident asked if the MAG 

members meeting was open to the public since it is 

public land it should be; Robert said they are but I said 

they never tell us when and where the MAG members are meeting, only the 

ñcommunity meetingsò; Robert said he can only speak for Bloomingdale; a 

resident said he hopes for more transparency; resident said it is the job of 

the Bloomingdale recording secretary to post the MAG minutes on the web; 

Robert said they should post their meeting notes on their web; but it is still 

the job of the Edgewood Rep to report back to Edgewood, Bloomingdale to 

Bloomingdale, etc; resident said the public is still asking too many ques-

tions; resident said they need to correct these infrastructure issues, and in-

form us when the MAG meetings are, who is meeting, who is responsible for 

what, et c; Robert spoke more about the history of the structure of the MAG 

group; Kenny McDuffie (sp?) became the spokesperson for the MAG; two or 

three community groups feel they are not getting the information they 

should; resident said he has lived here for two years and the gentleman is 

pointing out an excellent issue, a lack of transparency or justification ï the 

resident wearing a ball cap specifically used the word ñcorruptionò; folks are 

ñgetting things their wayò; then he spoke about police being tipped off just 

before a raid because people are corrupt; he went on to say ñMcMillan is the 

biggest scam that you can ever seeò; another resident asked where is the 

next MAG meeting (usually at St. George Church); when just the MAG mem-

bers meet among themselves they meet at someoneôs house; resident asked 

how many new people have been added to the group in two years; Dianne 

said one new person to represent a certain area (I didnôt catch which area 

sorry).  

Bloomingdale Mural  ï Rachel from DC 

Arts and Humanities, and two others from 

the DC Arts Commission; couple years ago 

started a grant to offer opportunities for 

artists; artists can apply to do their own 

public art project; they received a lot of 

feedback; Lisa Marie (sp?)  wanted to do a 

public project; ended up on 1 st  and W; 

(Boxer Girl ); they have since added some 



other elements to the process in how they select the artwork; added a com-

munity engagement piece; now the artists have to present their idea for the 

site location and to the local community groups before presenting to the 

commission; a panel convenes to select the artists; after making their rec-

ommendations the artists have to go back out to the community and present 

their proposal with the recommendations from the commission; if commu-

nity supports they come back to the board for final approval ; reviewing the 

artist short list in a few weeks; they are here at this meeting to listen and 

answer questions; a resident said she was pretty shocked when she first saw 

it; she thought it was graffiti; she has a range of expectations but would not 

expect something like that; not appropriate for residential; was presumptu-

ous of an owner to do that; surprise the city was even involved; colors are 

not subdued, itôs really out there; could easily lead to graffiti; another resi-

dent said he lives 200 yards from there and he felt youth would come and 

add graffiti; presenter said since their program there is no increased graffiti; 

MPD said earlier that there is no increase; (MPD reported earlier that there 

was in fact a decrease); but there is nothing in Zoning that prevents this; 

Robert said the issue of Zoning is not the strongest point; biggest concern is 

community input; public money used without comment; resident asked 

about the process for public input; presenters said they have taken a lot of 

lessons learned ï the process now involves ANC and civic association sup-

port; they will invite community input before coming to the commission for 

support funding; resident said there has to be a percentage of the commu-

nity; Robert said there was an attempt to get information to Commissioner 

Salatti but he never got it; Commissioner Salatti said he did have some con-

tact with the artist but way before that site was selected; he asked her what 

she was doing but was never able to get any clear response from her and it 

went away until it showed up on the side of the house; in most neighbor-

hoods civic associations may be the best way to go; or get in touch with the 

Commissioner in that area; Vicky LC (from the Councilmemberôs office) said 

as far as she knows the Councilmemberôs Office was not informed; they are 

in the process of drafting legislation so that this does not happen again  and 

having the ANC great weight; did the commission review the specific design 

of the artist; was not required at that time; Debbie Smith asked what is the 

cost to white wash it and start all over; it does not represent the commu-

nity; Alice Thompson from the Mayorôs office said the owner  should not 

have to remove it but we could modify it since it is her property ; another 

resident ( Albus Cavus, who was the director for the Edgewood mural) said it 



is really cool how we have an artist so visible, letôs use this mural to do a 

block party, and then decide what to do about it  

St. Martinôs Development (Mary Farmer) is about 50 percent done, fin-

ished about November of next year; trying to get all the outside work done 

right now; Debbie Smith asked about the application process; I asked about 

traffic and parking ï Mary said they are ticketing people especially since 

folks are coming up the wrong way; they will keep the road one way just un-

til the construction is finished, then they will make it two way again; applica-

tions will start mid - fall once property managers are in place; they will post 

it, right now income limits are between 35 -50 thousand  

Denise Pritchard  spoke about the large billboards 

that need to come down ; They were supposed to 

come down October 6 th  but they are still up; they have 

support from several civic associations and ANC and 

Harry Thomas ; she is requesting a letter from the 

Bloomingdale Civic Association ; you can sign a petition 

at www.shawbillboardblight.org; Clear Channel is taking 

their time taking it down; Richard Norwood from the 

mayorôs office said DCRA is taking them down ï they 

started but Clear Channel filed a temporary order to stop 

them; but it should be coming down soon ; John Salatti said he appreciates 

her efforts for working so hard on this for months; Clear Channel is also 

renovating the bus shelters for the city so the city does have to work with 

them, but it is going to happen; Dianne said the Bloomingdale Civic Associa-

tion supports her and will write a letter of support  

Alice Thompson from the Office of Aging  ï they service 

older adults in Ward 5 , they run several services; about 2400 

clients; their mission is to assist the Districtôs elderly and per-

sons with disabilities; not just for low income residents, but 

for any senior in Washington DC; they have so-

cial workers on site, housing reps on site; 

maybe you need in home care, legal counsel, 

they can help you; maybe you need a job, they 

will help you with that; DC Department of Health and DC 

Housing Authority work with them; so you donôt have to go all 

over DC to get the services you need; Alice gave us handouts; 



there is day care for seniors, folks in wheelchairs, and that service is free; 

also long term care starts October 26 th; Aliceôs mother spent thousands just 

for a few weeks in the hospital and by the time she passed they had re-

versed her mortgage on her home and they had spent over 300 thousand 

dollars; a resident asked what happens after 70; Alice said you can get it if 

you donôt have pre-existing conditions but it will cost you; applause  

Robert mentioned vaccines at McKinley : he said Michael Henderson 

could pull it up from his laptop for details of the dates (see below): For folks 

who are pregnant or have little ones these dates are in place. Vaccines for 

the general public will be available in mid -November (TBA)  

Location (Ward) - Date- Clinic Hours  

Cardozo Senior High School (W1) 

Ballou Senior High School (W8)- Tuesday 

October 20- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Eliot-Hine Middle School (W6) 

Kelly Miller Middle School (W7)- Thursday 

October 22 - 5 pm - 9 pm 

Hardy Middle School (W2) 

Wilson Senior High School (W3) 

Coolidge Senior High School (W4) 

McKinley Tech Senior High School (W5)- Saturday 

October 24- 8 am - 4 pm 

Eliot-Hine Middle School (W6) 

Kelly Miller Middle School (W7)- Tuesday 

October 27- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Hardy Middle School (W2) 

Wilson Senior High School (W3)- Thursday 

October 29- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Cardozo Senior High School (W1) 

Coolidge Senior High School (W4) 

McKinley Tech Senior High School (W5) 

Ballou Senior High School (W8)- Saturday 

October 31- 8 am - 4 pm 

Hardy Middle School (W2) 

Wilson Senior High School (W3)- Tuesday 

November 3- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Coolidge Senior High School (W4) 

McKinley Tech Senior High School (W5)- Thursday 

November 5- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Cardozo Senior High School (W1) 

Ballou Senior High School (W8) 



Eliot-Hine Middle School (W6) 

Kelly Miller Middle School (W7)- Saturday 

November 7- 8 am - 4 pm 

Coolidge Senior High School (W4) 

McKinley Tech Senior High School (W5)- Tuesday 

November 10- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Cardozo Senior High School (W1) 

Ballou Senior High School (W8)- Thursday 

November 12- 5 pm - 9 pm 

Hardy Middle School (W2) 

Wilson Senior High School (W3)- Saturday 

November 14- 8 am - 4 pm 

Rosemarie Onwukwe  spoke about collecting pictures and 

things for the history of Bloomingdale ; her email is:  

monwukwe@aol.com  

 

 

Vicky Leonard from Councilmemberôs Office spoke about 

current eve nts: Hartsock vote, and the golf tournament, and his 

birthday party; Edgewood Recreation Center Staff is at Beacon 

House and Harry Thomas Recreation Center is at St. Martinôs; 

Debbie Smith asked why they were moved (so that renovations 

can be done)  

Richard Norwood from the Mayorôs Office ï took 

over for Alice August 17 th ; he spoke about orders being 

sent over to DDOT for installation of signs on 2 nd  and 

Flagler; this puts everyone the same page, street clean-

ing will continue; this will get the streets cleaned better; 

dumping issue got taken care of; waiting for approval of 

overtime so that fines can be issued in evenings; Dianne said 2304 North 

Capitol has a problem with bushes coming from the property (overgrown); 

Richard will try to get it done ASAP; Dianne said itôs the first house if you 

are coming from the alley  

Robert said Vaccines are scheduled for McKinley this Saturday and there 

are other dates as well (see above)  



DC Federation of Civic Association is having their awards dinner ; 

Dolores McCarter and Angela Robinson will receive awards  

October 21 st  DC open government forum held at Sumner School at 

6:30  moderated by Colby King and several other news personalities will be 

there to discuss how individuals can get access to information and docu-

ments from the government; folks have difficulty getting access to their 

own personnel file  

Dianne said DDOT is having a series of open houses  from 7 -8:30 pm 

in various locations; for Ward 5 it is Tuesday November 3 rd  1001 Monroe 

Street NE  

North Capital Main Streets Meet and Greet is Thursday same day as 

5D CAC Awards GALA;  last year Alice was one of our awardees;  

Commissioner John Salatti will receive an award this year  

Other miscellaneous items : Mary Farmer said Ward 5 Dems had their 

monthly meeting at Michigan Park on the 4 th  Monday; ANC5C meeting is to-

morrow (Tuesday October 21 st) at Courtyard Marriott 7 pm  

Meeting ended at 8:30 pm  

 

From the desk of Michael J. Henderson; for information purposes only  

(not official minutes)  

For other meetings notes, resources, and information  

please visit the EdgewoodDC website: www.edgewooddc.org  
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