
From the desk of Michael J. Henderson 

For information purposes only  

 

ANC5C Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, March 17, 2009 

All Nations Baptist Church 

 

 

Call to Order—Commissioner Barry Daneker began meeting at 7:10 pm 

Roll Call –  Commissioner Barry Daneker: 

Approval of the minutes—Minutes were approved at Committee of the Whole meeting two weeks 
ago 

Lisa Marie Gynecological Cancer Foundation Half Marathon and 5K Run – Goes through ANC5C; race starts 

and finishes at RFK stadium; max 3500 runners; is on a Sunday; working with churches including All Nations so as not to disrupt 
Sunday services; working with MPD; Sunday November 8th; 75 dollars to run half marathon, less for 5K; to apply there is a web-

site www.gcfrace.com; Commissioner Daneker motion to approve closing of streets; Commissioner Salatti 
2nd; motion passed. 

 

Brian Brown (Developer) – Purchased old firehouse (presenter was introduced by Commissioner 
Salatti); invited to talk about some of the difficulties he has faced; trying to bring more investors into the project; after talking 
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to bankers about options banks said banks will finance it is if restaurants own part of the building; have been getting consistent 
questions from qualified investors but has slowed because of economy; want things to go forward; price set was a million five; 
trying to bring a partner in; two groups are looking at it seriously right now; Commissioner Wright asked how long they have 

been investing in DC – answer was 21 years; presenter said he has posted details via emails etc; presenter does not ex-
pect to make a profit; property was bought for 700,000. Then a lot was spent on restoration, stabiliza-
tion, etc; if get purchaser Mr. Brown will return to ANC and give updates; repointing alone was thousands of dollars; Commis-

sioner Wright asked questions about profits, etc 

Outstanding Business 

Each Commissioner will report out on infrastructure issues in their SMD (Single Member District—there 
are 12 in ANC5C); following each Commissioner’s remarks each SMD resident will be given an opportu-
nity to speak to any of those matters in their SMD; each member will be given one minute. A report will 
be provided to the Mayor and Councilmember for action 

Commissioner Sylvia Pinkney 5C02 

Kipp Charter School and several nonprofits have applied for its use; decision is pending; will be some retail there; Dunbar Place 
is supposed to be renovated to housing units, some market values, some workforce housing; PUD is pending; Also Armstrong 
School (now CAPPS); school now allows metro Baptist church have services there on Sundays and Sunday school on Tuesdays – 
community was not made aware of this; meeting was called; church now has off site parking; 

NY Avenue will have water fountains, other items as well; 

Small Kiosk Library on NY Avenue has been closed down because across the street there will be a new school with new recrea-
tion center and library; 

MM Washington School 2 groups are in the process of sending their RFP; Commissioner is holding meeting on Thursday so they 
can give full presentation to the community; will be 30 affordable units for senior citizens 

R Street truck traffic – plan is to attempt to have the truck rerouted using a petition signed to get rumble strips; working with 
Commissioner Wright as well; trucks are not sticking with their traffic plan; they take their street because there are no speed 
humps 

Harry Thomas Recreation Center – Councilman Harry Thomas has money in the budget for a new gym at the HT Recreation 
Center and capital improvements; will build a new gym 

Commissioner Stu Davenport 5C03 – Heard Firehouse issue; Also MAMO development; also a couple of community 

gardens – sharing a truck among the gardens so they can have one stand together at the farmer’s market; new Yoga studio 
called the Yoga District on 2st and RI; Bloomingdale Farmer’s Market coming two months; and NC Main Street having an event 
on the 26th of March – (big business development group); 

Resident from 5C03 said a lot of FedEx trucks traveling through – can we re-route them; Commissioner Pinkney said no because 
FedEx has an agreement with them 

Commissioner John Salatti 5C04 – Speed hump projects on W street almost certain to be approved; also on 2nd street 

likely to also be approved; also there is increasing traffic along 1st street Commissioner Salatti continues to press for the traffic 

study that takes all these projects into account; District is coming up with improved parameters for traffic studies 
but may be a year or more away from implementation; Commissioner Salatti continues to ask them for the new 

study parameters – but it appears that is much more on hold now because will come from the Council on Governments; resi-
dent asked if community should commission an independent traffic study; Commissioner Salatti said we should consider that; 
recall that Councilmember Thomas said he would carry this banner – we should raise this with him; resident said we will have a 
lot of major PUD’s coming to zoning and the traffic issues do not seem to be rational; for example streets need to be widened; 

can we have things not approved until there is realistic traffic evaluation; Commissioner Salatti said this needs to go 
back to the Councilmember who needs to hear that from the citizens; ANC’s can also stipulate that we 
require more studies or say no to a PUD but our weight “aint so great sometimes”; reaching out to 



Councilmember is strong – if he hears from 300 people that will carry weight 

Also speeding issues along Michigan Avenue is an issue; DDOE is looking for space (they are renting right now); they did not 
want to go into Gage-Eckington; now city is looking at demolishing building and turning it into park space; Commissioner Salatti 
also speaking to folks to use empty spaces on Rhode Island Avenue; Robert Brannum spoke about saving some properties; 
Commissioner Salatti said Gage-Eckington school is going to go unless the residents rise up 

Commissioner Denise Wright 5C05 – Includes NY and Florida Avenue Area through RI and 5th Street; Rap Incorporated 

expanding; lots of congestion around 5th street (lot of businesses); Alice Thompson has helped get some parking and vehicles 
off the road; also the DASH project at 3rd and T – an internal construction project (inside of the building); will monitor them 
closely; the porta-johns were on the front lawn for example; Eckington I and II may be starting in May but may be later because 
of the economy; will speak with them about jobs, noise, where to walk dogs, and coordinate with FedEx traffic; Commissioner 
Wright also read off moneys coming from the stimulus funds; existing bridge over NY Ave is being repaired, among several 

other things the Commissioner read from her extensive list of infrastructure items; resident on north end of 3rd 

and RI said traffic has increased, is concerned about car traffic and with construction of NoMA etc; 3rd and V NE in particular; 
another resident asked about the parking spaces being taken away by bikes downtown – all the bike spaces are on kiosks and 
not taking up parking spaces; Commissioner Wright said between 13th and 12th on G Street NW; resident asked about the met-
ropolitan branch trail; Commissioner Wright said they are starting that right now; Mike Clark spoke about traffic taking 3rd 
street on T street to get over to Rhode Island Ave; Trammel Crow was supped to put a traffic light at 3rd and RI Ave NE (part of 
amenities package); Commissioner Wright also said DASH has not formed an advisory committee yet; may need speed bumps 
there also 

Commissioner Mary Farmer 5C06 – St. Martins – she asked Mike Clark to speak for her about the St. Martin housing 

project which he did; it is a two-year affordable housing project; Commissioner Farmer said “Mr. Clark tells me what he needs 

and I take care of it”; Mr. Henderson asked if this Commissioner had ever had any SMD meetings; she said 
no she doesn’t need to because “most of my residents are seniors and they don’t travel out…” 

Commissioner Barry Daneker 5C07 Spoke about the McMillan Advisory Group (sand filtration site); it is a 

huge project; green space and park space will hopefully be returned along with senior housing, etc; these things will benefit 
Bloomingdale community; a lot of aging residents who cannot maintain their homes; Dianne Barnes asked if they were on the 
list to get their alleys redone; Commissioner Daneker said there were plans for them; Commissioner Daneker is looking to get 
special concrete which is a huge improvement; Alice Thompson (from the mayor’s office) said those alleys will he done when 
the weather improves – it has already been permitted 

Commissioner Marshall Phillips 5C08– National Wholesale Liquidator Store – spoke to owners – they have yet 

to get a tenant; a lot of stores that have been in that mall have left; we have to be sure whoever moves in there will 
be an asset to the community and they don’t just move out and it becomes dark again; Commissioner Phillips had a pro-

posal to them that we have until that building is constructed for retail that we would have one stop training and/or the DMV 
that is growing in Brentwood; also carry a substation for MPD; there will also be a bike trail; and a mural on Rhode Island Ave-
nue; Commissioner Phillips stood up and spoke at length and with great passion 

(this writer had to leave momentarily to answer a phone call) 

Construction of a 12-story building with under-ground parking and 8 retail stores in a horseshoe parking 
starting at 3rd and RI Avenue Ave – part of that entire development; 12 stories will be affordable hous-
ing; 413 4th street NE (the area that is fenced off); March 31st at Greater Mt Calvary Church CAC, ANC, other high ups will 

meet and have a panel to answer questions; Edgewood is dealing with crime and violence 210 RI Avenue 7-9 pm 

Resident thanked him for trying to fill the NHSL space; does the Commissioner see the space being used for the community 
rather than filling it with retail; Commissioner Phillips said they are going to press for that; Mall is owned by VanGuard; Robert 
Brannum asked about costs of converting the building; will be for seven years 

 

Commissioner Silas Grant 5C09 – Dealing with vacant houses in his SMD; also traffic calming; also Edge-

wood has a clean up every first Saturday; Commissioner Grant is meeting tomorrow with Operation Hope to ask to add financial 



literacy classes to curriculums at local schools; also the Edgewood Recreation Center is being planned for renovations – to get 
moneys and stakeholders; Debbie Smith asked about stall dividers in the recreation center; also Franklin Street has a bad sec-
tion 

Commissioner Ronnie Edwards 5C11 Michigan Avenue to NC street to the retirement home and down Harewood road; 

lot of development in his SMD; also has the cloverleaf project – thinking of reconfiguring the cloverleaf 
maybe turn it into a monument or something – they have three different proposals for that; also at Michi-

gan and Irvin Marriott Hotel is planned; project has been approved by 5C already; some concerns about density so they are 
redesigning some things; about 18,000 feet of retail space; construction may start end of this year, start of next year; looking at 
160 jobs created; also McMillan Reservoir – DDOT has begun to focus on that – they are thinking to redo that intersection on 
Michigan and Irvin to help; considering other ways to help that area/intersection, and repair streets on Franklin 

Commissioner Gigi Ransom 5C12 – She gave her SMD boundaries; similar traffic issues such as speeding 
and short cutting; Taylor and Hawaii have sever speeding problem; there was a bad accident there; also some basic zoning 

permits (folks doing their homes); also problem with dog poop; will be giving out newsletter 

Resident said the intersection of NY/Florida/1st Street NE – please be aware of it; it will become one of the worst intersections 
in the city; commercial but impact will be on ANC5C; please come up with a strategy 

Debbie Smith asked about the folks at the behavior center (the trinity Deli); they congregate and throw trash; 

Commissioner Ransom mentioned group homes coming into the community and they don’t have to have permission 

Resident asked if absent Commissioners will be present next time; yes they will; resident wanted to voice concerns today 

Kick-Boxing Federation – 45 consistent participants; next large event is April 25th event; want to provide 

kids with the balance and structure of martial arts; help kids travel to see other parts of the city and the world (Japan, Africa, for 
example); program is open to entire city; teach self-defense as well as basic exercise; have reached out to existing sponsors, will 
also explore other avenues such as FedEx, etc; DC Parks has donated 6-7 hundred dollars; original submission was 10,000 now 

asking for less; Commissioner Davenport made a motion to support them for $8,140. Commissioner Ran-
som 2nd; Commissioner Wright asked them to get equipment that they can use all year long and please 
spread out your sponsorship; motion passed unanimously 

All Nations Church – Youth/Intergenerational Garden Project; Please feel free to come and worship with them; 

beautify the church site – student service hours, and environmental stewardship; offering speakers on urban gardening, etc; 
anything that has to do with greening and gardening; the community uses this church and they want to make it as beautiful as 

possible; thanks to Sister Barnnes; asking for $1854 dollars; majority of funds to add shrubbery etc; have received 

grants from other sources as well; please support our gardening efforts; Commissioner Phillips said grant has to be for the com-

munity as a whole (can’t be just for the church); the Commission will vote next meeting. 

Dance Place – Please join her on Sunday March 22nd; Camp costs about 75,000 dollars; they are actively seeking funds from 

several other sources; Commissioner Phillips said health benefits are enormous; asking for $6000.00 

Commissioner Farmer asked about outstanding grants/funds that must be returned to the ANC or risk 
action; Mr. Clark (Edgewood) said the check is in the mail; Bloomingdale said they will turn in the money 
tomorrow (she does not have the total); Bates Street check was given to the ANC. 

1819 First Street NW Curb Cut grant application – Commissioner Ransom motion to accept, Commis-
sioner Phillips 2nd; Commissioners Salatti and Daneker no, all others yes, motion passed 

 

 

 



Christian Thomas won NBC4 Black History Contest (in ANC5C); Robert Brannum’s son was a finalist; two of the three finalists 
were in Ward 5 

Commissioner Bonds thanked Robert Brannum for his many community updates. 

Justin Bellows is Alice Thompson’s new partner in Ward 5; his email is: justinbellow@dc.gov 

Committee of the Whole 

Operations of the current commission – “Following the letter of the law”; Commissioner Grant read off a list of issues Debbie 

Smith had brought up (there were several items); she also asked for a meeting with the head of all the ANC’s; Commissioner 

Daneker read the Commission’s response letter—it was very long (several pages) and took several minutes to read aloud; 

these were responses to Debbie Smith’s concerns; at one point response letter referred to Ms. Smith’s issues and requests as 

“frivolous” 

[For a full copy of the letter in its entirety please visit the Edgewood website and click on Documents/Flyers, then click on 

“Letter to Ms. Smith”]  - www. edgewooddc.org 

Commissioner Salatti motion to have one Visitor Parking Pass for all residents of ANC5C; motion was 
2nd and passed 

 
Commissioner Farmer said there is no Treasurer’s Report; checking account balance as of Feb 27th is $44,652.95; 
savings account balance is $147,818.01 

 
Commissioner Bonds motion to pay bills for items such as: meeting space, printing, business cards, Baptist 

Church meeting space; Eckington Research Association for research grant; First Street Unity Coalition; ANC Security Fund; 

Expenses for Commissioner Salatti for meeting; flyers; Commissioner Edwards; All Nations – $200 for meeting space; Motion 
to pay bulls passed 

 
 
Meeting ended at 9:50 pm 
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