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ANC5C COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Catholic University  

February 2 nd, 2010 

7 pm  

 

Commissioner Bonds began the meeting  at 7:25 pm. 

Roll Call Commissioner Edwards  ï Only two Commission-

ers were absent (Mary Farmer-Allen and Marshall Phillips) 

Discussion of support for the neighborhood preservation 

bill  ï sent by email to the Commission members; the bill is 

about 23 pages; Commissioner Grant asked about RFPôs; 

does the District have any thoughts about certain properties 

and how they will be dealt with (is there an RPF ñprocessò); 

Commissioner Bonds said usually developers start with the 

Deputy Mayorôs Office; at the community level we usually 

hear about a developerôs interest after the government has entertained what they want to do 

(Cooke school and St. Paulôs for example); Commissioner Grant said there are some smaller 

projects, like fourïunit developments and what is the process for that? Commissioner Bonds 

said you might want to send them to our Councilmember; Commissioner Ransom said there are 

some other issues that might need to be included when dealing with vacant buildings; her only 

issue is the insurance coverage but she can support the resolution; Commissioner Daneker 

called for the question; Commissioner Salatti spoke about the neighborhood preservation act 

last year; vacant property tax rate changed (went very high) because they had become problem 

properties; some properties were labeled as vacant but were not and folks were hit with large 

tax bills; if you are working on the property it is not vacant (the city made some mistakes); the 

city was trying to come up with a two-tiered system; Commissioner Salatti did not see a mecha-

nism for giving owners relief if their property had been categorized incorrectly; Commissioner 

Bonds said if you get notice from the city you should respond immediately; responsibility is on 

the owner; Commissioner Wright asked about the bill creating three classes of structures; Com-

missioner Ransom said the Council is asking them to support this proposed bill (not law yet); 

every bill in DC goes through two readings; Commissioner Ransom read the resolution aloud ï 

Bill 18546 Neighborhood Preservation Amendment Act of 2009; allows DCRA to establish a fee 
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schedule that will escalate each year; Commissioner Bonds asked for a sign of ñayeò ï all Com-

missioners said yes except Commissioner Pinkney abstained 

 

Resolution to Support Senior Residential Modernization Bill ; 

Commissioner Wright read the resolution aloud; legislation would 

allow senior citizens to stay in their homes longer; hearing will be 

held on January 26th at 1 pm in the Wilson Building; Commissioner 

Grant said even in the interim we should take steps to include this 

in the amenities to developers; Commissioner Daneker motion to 

adopt the resolution and 2nd by Commissioner Grant; motion 

passed unanimously 

 

Resolution and signing of the bonding of the Treasurer 

and Chairperson ; Commissioner Bonds read the resolution 

aloud; Commissioner Daneker made a friendly amendment ï 

to allow another person to be able to sign checks; it does not 

cost us more money; Commissioner Daneker suggested the 

Vice Chair be the third person to be able to sign checks; Com-

missioner Bonds suggested they add that to the by-laws; 

Commissioner Ransom said she had four signers in ANC6B; 

Commissioner Bonds reiterated that it needs to be in the by-

laws; Commissioner Daneker withdrew his friendly amend-

ment; motion passed unanimously; Commissioner Bonds said the ANC cannot spend or receive 

money until that resolution passed 

Grants Process and Committee process  ï Commissioner Bonds asked Commissioners 

Wright and Grant to co-chair the committee; these two commissioners have had constituents 

apply as well so that makes sense; Commissioner  Bonds asked if members of the community 

would like to serve; Michael Henderson 5C06 and Jioni Palmer 5C08 volunteered to serve on 

the Grants Committee; Commissioner Day said we need to revisit the Grant process; Commis-

sioner Bonds said this committee needs to meet soon so that they are prepared for the March 

meeting when the grants process is opened again; grants might be capped at a maximum 

amount, or there might be a theme or focus, etc; Commissioner Salatti said we may need two 

types of processes; if you buy tulips for example that is a bit more straightforward, but if some-

one wants to run a program then it needs more criteria for reporting. How are you showing how 

well your program is working, etc?; Commissioner Wright spoke about assessments; Commis-

sioner Grant said he wants to make sure the budget is in line and if there are changes Commis-

sion is notified; also we must be proactive in reaching out to our constituents to let them know 

there is funding here; Commissioner Pinkney said some community members are unaware of 

the kinds of grants they can apply for; Commissioner Ransom said she has not seen a clear ac-

countability process; every Commissioner should see grant reports turned in to the Commission; 

we need to see receipts, etc; changes to finances need to be approved by the Commission; 
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Commissioner Bonds made a motion that the Commission prepare a letter to Mr. Shabaz stat-

ing that the money should be returned immediately; motion was 2nd; Commissioner Wright sug-

gested not letting parties apply each and every year ï spread the money around; Commissioner 

Bonds said what we do as individuals does affect us all at the neighborhood level; letter will re-

mind Mr. Shabaz of the formal standards of ANC5C and that 90 days is an unacceptable waiting 

period (auditor requires 60 days); motion passed unanimously; Commissioner Day said to be 

sure to look close at recurring grants because some are targeted to a new audience each year; 

Commissioner Bonds suggested all Commissioners send the new Co-Chairs of the Grants 

Committee their ideas about grant processes; Jioni Palmer suggested a grant for a needs as-

sessment, perhaps through the Edgewood Civic Association; some sort of document that helps 

us to steer grants in a particular direction or solicit grants from those areas that are currently 

lacking; Commissioner Bonds heartily agreed, could even do a door to door survey; Howard U 

Dean is open to working with us as well 

 

 

Commissioner Davenport ï in his neighborhood 

there are three businesses trying to open restaurants 

for three-four years; his business has a lot of money 

invested in the neighborhood; three restaurants will be 

coming to his neighborhood and they will all be asking 

for a liquor license; (I think the Commissioner was try-

ing to correct some things said about him that were not 

true or something); In any case there was a long dis-

cussion about someone trying to open a business in 

Commissioner Davenportôs SMD and failing; Commis-

sioner Bonds said it is in the past; Commissioner Dav-

enport said he also wants to support Baraki, despite Bloomingdale resistance; Robert Brannum 

(Chair of Bloomingdale Civic Association) said he was vice president at the time and Blooming-

dale Civic Association did not give the licensee a hard time; there was not an attempt to block 

them - they were there to support with conditions; Commissioner Wright expressed some con-

cerns as well; Commissioner Pinkney asked about by-laws saying an ANC Commissioner own-

ing a business and presenting to the Commission; Commissioner Bonds said you must recues 

yourself from voting on things that you benefit from; Commissioner Bonds said she has seen 

Commissioners vote on matters in their SMD and the Commission accepted that vote; there 

was discussion about Commissioner Davenport and his business; Commissioner Bonds said 

Commissioner Davenport has a right as a business owner to apply for support of his business 

as long as he does not vote on the resolution; Commissioner Grant said Commissioner Daven-

port should in the future ask others to bring his requests for his businesses; Robert Brannum 

said Commissioners usually donôt present these things they gain from themselves 
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New Business  

DC Human Rights Office Correspondence and Recommendations  ï complaint is 20 pages 

and some recommendations were made, some of which were that Commissioners of ANC5C 

are to engage in a process where they learn how to deal with persons of all backgrounds; there 

is an online process that can be followed as well; letter instructs all Commissioners to use the 

online system in the office of human rights so that we are respectful of each other particularly 

those that are different from us; everyone will get a copy 

Report on Councilmember Harry Thomasô Meeting this 

past weekend  ï it was a lot of information; Commissioner 

Salatti said there were many people present, and many gov-

ernment offices talked about what they do, how we can inter-

act with them, utility rate issues, DDOE free energy audit, 

etc. folks introduced themselves, what neighborhood they 

were from; Commissioner Bonds said the members could 

sign on to fight obesity particularly juvenile; Ward 5 has its 

share of health problems like diabetes; Commissioner Bonds 

said when each Commissioner has his/her Single Member 

District meeting you could talk about some of these issues; resident asked what the name of the 

person heading the task force was; Commissioner Wright will hold a running group in the spring; 

Commissioner Bonds said we could have a ANC5C race; Commissioner Wright said we could 

prepare for a 5K; Commissioner Grant spoke about a bike ride with Mr. Henderson; second 

thing is using our Department of Parks and Recs, make sure each rec center has a full comple-

ment of activities, so we donôt duplicate what is already done and/or in place 

 

Preparing the 2011 budget  ï approximately April 1 may be when the mayor must move the 

budget forward to Congress; Commissioner Edwards is a former director of DOT; he also 

worked in the Department of Human Rights; ANCôs and Civic Associations get to give input on 

the budget; we should not let thus slip through our fingers ï we need to give our input; if you 

have an item feel free to contact the Councilmanôs Office about the budget; you can send him 

an email ("Harry Thomas" hthomas@dccouncil.us) 

Safeway closing  ï Robert Brannum said that the Councilmember said the Safeway may not be 

closing; Edgewood Civic Association ï Jioni Palmer ï Edgewood is sending a letter to the re-

gional managers of Safeway saying we want some upgrades; and we would like any support 

you can give us for upgrades to the store; Commissioner Bonds reminded us that Safeway does 

give us free parking; Jioni Palmer said he had just received an email from Commissioner Mar-

shall Phillips that said Safeway may be closing; clearly the ANC could send a letter to Safeway 

supporting the upgrades (and that they stay) 
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Housekeeping  

Public Input ï keeping it productive ï Commissioner Grant suggested that we take care of 

ANC business first (pay bills, etc should be done first), then do the community concerns, etc; 

there was a motion and 2nd; Commissioner Bonds said she has seen it done many ways; Com-

missioner Day said we need to move ANC business to the beginning of the meeting; there was 

a motion and a 2nd to do items such as treasurerôs report, minutes, pay bills, etc first; motion 

passed unanimously 

2010 Budget Proposal  ï Commissioner Day ï if you have special requests let him know; 

Commissioner Daneker made motion to table budget to next meeting; Commissioner Bonds 

said allotted 1200 dollars to each SMD last year for various purposes which nobody really 

spent; Commissioner Bonds said the auditor does not allow the use of ANC funds for the mail-

ing of Christmas Cards but some Commissioners continue to use money for that; she also 

asked does our ANC need cell phones? 

<Commissioner Day motion to pay the 25 dollars for certification; motion passed earlier> 

Commissioner Wright asked for a letter of support for the Friends of Edgewood Recreation 

Center  to partner with Department of Parks and Recreation and be the voice of the Rec Cen-

ter for the community; the letter will be on the agenda for next month 

Commissioner Bonds said she will place a resolution at the next meeting to have Mr. Hender-

son be the official ANC5C Webmaster 

Commissioner Daneker spoke about the McMillan Sand Filtration Site Development ; he 

said we should employ a survey company to find out from the members of our ANC how they 

feel about it and he will be requesting funds to pay for said corporation to get current opinion of 

the site; Commissioner Bonds said she would recommend he give that considerable thought; 

please discuss this with the MAG group; Commissioner Bonds and Commissioner Salatti dis-

cussed the McMillan site as well (their discussion became rather animated); this issue may be 

too heated to bring to the ANC; folks have been fighting over this site for years 

 

Meeting ended at 9:17 pm 



6 

From the desk of Michael J. Henderson 

These notes are intended solely for informational purposes only 

and are not the official minutes of the ANC. 

 Please contact your ANC Commissioner for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael J Henderson, director 

Friends of Edgewood Recreation Center 
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Webmaster, Edgewooddc.org 

Moderator, EdgewoodDC@yahoogroups.com 

Contact: edgewooddc@comcast.net 

Friendsofedgewoodrec@gmail.com 


